I value this opportunity to welcome readers to the International Journal of STD & AIDS. The need for this journal has been obvious to many specialists for some time as there has not previously been a journal which attempted to bring sexually transmitted diseases (STD) and the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)together in one volume. There has been an immense amount of new research into both these fields over the past decade and it was felt essential to initiate the International Journal of STD & AIDS.
The journal is aimed at clinicians who regularly or occasionally see patients with either STD or AIDS, and it is hoped that the journal will become essential reading for these groups. It will aim to publish research and review material mainly of clinical interest in these fields. As many clinicians may not be full-time specialists or may have other medical interests, it is hoped that regular review material will provide an update of recent developments in this rapidly changing field. Ideas for review material are always welcomed and should be discussed with the Editor.
In addition to review articles the journal will publish original articles, short papers, case reports, historical material, other articles considered to be of interest to readers, book reviews and letters to the Editor. (Full details may be seen in the Guidance for Authors.) As the journal is aimed at an international audience, articles are welcomed which will help to increase the geographical spread of papers published.
It is editorial policy that all manuscripts will be reviewed by independent referees and the final decision will remain with the Editor.
I have been fortunate that many of the most eminent specialists in STD and AIDS have joined the Editorial Board of this journal and they have already shown themselves to be willing to give of their time, energy and expertise. I thank them all for their advice and enthusiasm, without which the International Journal of STD & AIDS would not have gone beyond the most preliminary stages.
I also thank the staff of the Royal Society of Medicine Publications Department, whose long experience in publishing has provided the essential guidance which every new journal requires for success.
I am grateful to the researchers who have already entrusted their material for publication and the reviewers who rapidly and meticulously have considered the articles submitted.
Lastly and most importantly I thank all the individuals, institutions and companies whose subscriptions and advertising have already underwritten the success of the journal.
I hope that the International Journal of STD & AIDS becomes a source of information and pleasure to all who will be involved with it over the coming years.
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